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June 8, 2022 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

8 JUNE 2022 

 

SIU WELCOMES THE ARREST OF MPUMALANGA COGTA HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 

(HOD) 

 

The Special Investigating Unit (SIU) welcomes the arrest of a top Mpumalanga Department 

of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (Cogta) official over personal protective 

equipment (PPE) fraud and corruption amounting to R5.9 million.  

 

Head of the Department, Samkelo Ngubane, was arrested on Monday by the Hawks in 

Mbombela. Ngubane appeared at the Nelspruit Magistrate’s Court on charges of 

contravening sections of the Public Finance Management Act. He was released on R10 000 

bail and the matter was postponed to 28 July 2022 for further investigation. 

 

Ngubane joins his co-accused Cogta Deputy Director Raymond Manzini, his brother Chris 

Manzini and director of Gatjeni Ndlovu Trading Moses Ndlovu in the matter. 

 

The arrest of Ndlovu follows an intensive SIU investigation in the Cogta department, which 

revealed that Gatjeni Ndlovu Trading was solely requested to quote for the supply and 

delivery of PPE in March 2020. However, after the PPE contract was awarded Ndlovu 

approached Chris Manzini to take over the purchase without the approval of the department.   

 

SIU investigation further revealed that Chris Manzini, also approached his brother Raymond 

Manzini, who is a government official, to provide funding for the purchase and delivery of 

PPE.  Raymond Manzini allegedly purchased PPE items from companies that are registered 

to do business with government and resold the items to the department at inflated prices, in 
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contravention of the provisions of prevention and combatting of Corrupt Activities Act 12 of 

2004. 

 

Gatjeni Ndlovu Trading handed an invoice to Raymond Manzini, the financial provider, for 

the Department to effect payment. Immediately after payment was received, a significant 

sum of money was transferred to Raymond Manzini’s bank account.  

 

In line with the Special Investigating Units and Special Tribunals Act 74 of 1996, the SIU 

referred evidence pointing to the commission of a criminal offense to the National 

Prosecuting Authority for further action. The prosecution of the Ngubane and his co accused 

is a continuation of the implementation of the SIU investigation outcomes and consequence 

management to recover assets and financial losses suffered by State institutions and/or to 

prevent further losses. 

 

Fraud and corruption allegations may be reported via the following platforms: 

siu@hotline.co.za  / Hotline: 0800 037 774. 

 

Enquiries: Mr Kaizer Kganyago  

Head of Stakeholder Relations and Communications (SIU) 

012 843 0048  

082 306 8888  

kkganyago@siu.org.za   

-------------------------------------------END--------------------------------------------------- 

ABOUT THE SIU: 

 

The SIU is an independent statutory body with a primary mandate to investigate allegations 

of corruption, malpractice and maladministration in the affairs of government departments, 

municipalities and State Owned Entities, and to recover financial losses suffered by State 

institutions. The SIU was established in terms of the Special Investigating Units and Special 

Tribunal Act, Act No 74 of 1996 (SIU Act). 
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The SIU has powers to subpoena witnesses, bank statements and cellphone records, 

search, seize evidence and interrogate witnesses under oath. The SIU can take civil action 

to correct any wrongdoing it uncovers in its investigations.  

 

Where criminal conduct is uncovered during investigations, the SIU will bring the matter to 

the attention of its partners Hawks in the South African Police Service (SAPS), as well as 

the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) for further action. 
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